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PUBLIC SMOKING/ACCOMMODATION ; 

SHOULD SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES BE REGULATED, 

OR IS THERE ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE? 

Government regulation of environmental tobacco smoke 
(ETS) raises many disturbing questions. However, it is clear that 
once claims regarding ETS and disease in nonsmokers are placed in 
the proper scientific prospective, the issue of prohibiting smoking 
in public places becomes a social and political one. The issue 
then is whether or not public policy should mandate smoking 
restrictions or bans because it is seen by some as a nuisance or 
annoyance. If a decision is made in favor of regulation, then one 
must decide whether the same reasoning applies to other kinds of 
"annoyances" encountered in everyday life and whether those 
"annoyances" should also be banned. This is not simply a rhetorical 
question, as demonstrated by a movement in the State of California 
(U.S.A.) to ban the wearing of perfume in certain public places. 
The implication of such reasoning should be obvious to anyone who 
is opposed to unwarranted government intrusion into people's lives. 

An alternative to government regulation calls for proper 
ventilation for all building occupants and the promotion of courtesy 
and cooperation among smokers and nonsmokers. This solution is 
supported by data on indoor air quality and relies upon common 
sense, courtesy, and the free marketplace for decisions concerning 
smoking. More importantly, however, this alternative avoids 
unnecessary governmental interference and the subsequent loss of 
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individual freedoms. 
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